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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice To Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the application filed on 07 June 2001 . 
Claims 1-18 are pending. The IDS statement filed on 18 October 2002 have been 
entered and considered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 7-8 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Judd et al. (US 2002/0087503; hereinafter Judd). 

(A) As per Claim 7, Judd discloses a method for adding new information to a medical 
study, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) acquiring diagnostic information using an information acquisition device 
(Judd: pg. 3 & 4, par. [0065]; pg. 6, par. [0086]; Fig. 2); 

(b) forwarding the information to a computer (Judd: pg. 4, par. [0067]; Figs. 2- 

(c) storing the information (Judd: pg. 5, par. [0075], [0077] and [0078]); 

(d) associating the information with a medical study (Judd: pg. 5, par. [0078]); 

(e) transferring new information to the computer (Judd: pg. 3 & 4, par. [0065]); 

(f) associating the new information with the study (Judd: pg. 3 & 4, par. 
[0065]; pg. 5, par. [0078]); and 

(g) indicating, in the study, that new information is available (Judd: pg. 2, par. 
[0023] - [0026]; pg. 4, par. [0067]; Fig. 1 and 13). 

(B) Claim 8 substantially repeats the same limitations of Claim 2, and is therefore 
rejected for the same reasons given for Claim 2. 
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(C) Claim 13 differs from method Claim 7 by reciting "a computer readable medium 
having a program" and "the program comprising logic for performing the steps of within 
its preamble. As per these elements, Judd's medical information management system 
includes computers, databases, servers, and scanners, among other devices (Judd: pg. 
3 & 4, par. [0065]; pg. 4, par. [0067]; pg. 5, par. [0075], [0077] and [0078]; Figs. 2-3). 
As such, it is readily apparent that Judd's medical information management system is 
controlled by a computer readable medium having a program. 

The remainder of Claim 13 substantially repeats the same limitations of method 
Claim 7, and is therefore rejected for the same reasons given above for Claim 7, and 
incorporated herein. 

(D) Claim 14 substantially repeats the same limitations of Claim 2, and is therefore 
rejected for the same reasons given for Claim 2. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-6, 9-12 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Judd in view of Rapaport et al. (6,192,112; Hereinafter Rapaport). 

(A) As per Claim 1 , Judd discloses a medical information management system, 
comprising: 

(a) an information acquisition device (Judd: pg. 3 & 4, par. [0065]; Fig. 2); 

(b) a computer coupled to the information acquisition device, the computer 
including logic for receiving information from the information acquisition 
device (Judd: pg. 4, par. [0067]; Figs. 2-3); and 

(c) a memory element associated with the computer, where the memory 
element stores the information and associates the information with a 
study; where new information transferred to the computer is associated 
with the study (Judd: pg. 5, par. [0075], [0077] and [0078]). 

Judd, however, fails to expressly disclose a medical information management 
system, comprising: 



(d) the study is flagged to indicate that new information is available. 
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Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Rapaport. In particular, Rapaport discloses a medical information management system, 
comprising: 

(d) the study is flagged to indicate that new information is available (Rapaport: 
pg. 28, lines 40-67 and pg. 29, lines 1-3) (Examiner notes also that Judd 
teaches the use of e-mail notification to indicate new information is 
available and provides hyper-links (i.e., flags) within the email to the new 
information.). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the aforementioned features of Rapaport with the teachings of Judd with the 
motivation of providing effective and timely communication of medical information to 
pertinent parties; and to provide efficient medical information management (Rapaport: 
col. 1, lines 52-67 and col. 2, lines 1-5). 

(B) As per Claim 2, Judd discloses the medical information management system of 
Claim 1, wherein the information includes medical image information (Judd: pg. 2, par. 
[0035]). 

Examiner has noted insofar as Claim 2 recites "at least one of ultrasound image 
information, medical image information, patient measurements, calculations, findings, 
comments, waveforms, chart records, audio recordings, Doppler audio, Dopplerflow 
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sounds or heart sounds, Doppler audio, and a medical study report," medical image 
information has been recited. 

(C) As per Claim 3, Judd fails to expressly disclose the medical information 
management system of Claim 2, further comprising a database, where the database 
includes a plurality of flags, and at least one of the flags is used to indicate to a user of 
the medical information management system that the new information has been 
associated with the study. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Rapaport. In particular, Rapaport discloses the medical information management 
system of Claim 2, further comprising a database, where the database includes a 
plurality of flags, and at least one of the flags is used to indicate to a user of the medical 
information management system that the new information has been associated with the 
study (Rapaport: pg. 28, lines 40-67 and pg. 29, lines 1-3) (Examiner notes also that 
Judd teaches the use of e-mail notification to indicate new information is available and 
provides hyper-links (i.e., flags) within the email to the new information.). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the aforementioned features of Rapaport with the teachings of Judd with the 
motivation of providing effective and timely communication of medical information to 
pertinent parties; and to provide efficient medical information management (Rapaport: 
col. 1, lines 52-67 and col. 2, lines 1-5). 
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(D) As per Claim 4, Judd discloses the medical information management system of 
Claim 3, further comprising a client application, the client application further comprising 
a user interface configured to present to the user of the medical information 
management system an indication that the new information has been associated with a 
study (Judd: pg. 2, par. [0023] - [0026]; pg. 4, par. [0067]; Fig. 1 and 13). 

(E) As per Claim 5, Judd discloses the medical information management system of 
Claim 4, where the client application informs the user of the arrival of new information 
while the user is reviewing the study to which the new information corresponds (Judd: 
pg. 2, par. [0023] - [0026]; pg. 4, par. [0067]; Fig. 1 and 13). 

(F) As per Claim 6, Judd discloses the medical information management system of 
Claim 4, where the client application informs the user of the arrival of new information 
pertaining to a study that the user is not reviewing (Judd: pg. 2, par. [0023] - [0026]; pg. 
4, par. [0067]; Fig. 1 and 13). 

(G) Claims 9-12 substantially repeats the same limitations of Claims 2-6, and are 
therefore rejected for the same reasons given for those claims. 

(J) Claims 15-18 substantially repeat the same limitations of Claims 2-6, and are 
therefore rejected for the same reasons given for those claims. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied art teaches a method and system for 
maintaining and updating computerized medical records (5,899,998); accessing stored 
ultrasound images and other digital medical images (6,032,120); and an ultrasound 
image and other medical image storage system (6,847,933). 

The cited but not applied prior art also includes non-patent literature articles by 
PR Newswire ("MedQ and InSiteOne Form Strategic Alliance" Feb. 5, 2001. pg. 1.) and 
Ruth E. Dayhoff, M.D. ("A Medical Image Database System" Dec. 1988. Computers In 
Healthcare. Vol. 9, Iss. 12. pg. 39.). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Tomaszewski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8117. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571)272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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